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Introduction 

This paper is submitted in response to the Official Action dated September 16, 2003, 
wherein claims 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 12, 13, and 16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Sawatsky 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,346,315); claim 2 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 over Sawatsky; and 
claims 1-3, 5-7, 9, 11-13, 15, and 16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 over Casalini (CA Pub. 
2,315,728). Previous rejections of claims 5, 11, and 15 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first and second 
paragraphs, and objections to claims 6, 12, and 16 were withdrawn. The Examiner deemed claims 
4, 8, 10, 14, and 17 to be allowable if rewritten in independent form. 

This Amendment is believed to be timely submitted. It is believed that no fee is due; 
however, in the event a fee is required, please charge the fee to Deposit Account No. 13-3723. 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 

In response to the outstanding Office Action mailed July 21, 2003, please consider the 
following remarks. 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims, which begin on page 2 of 
this paper. 



at* ^ 



acq 




TRANSMITTAL FORM 

(to be used for all correspondence after initial filing) 


Cofc@tQffj<novi$ / 


Application Number 


'^©96,802 


Filing Date 


November 30, 2001 


First Named Inventor 


SATO 


Examiner Name 


Michael J. Feely 


Group Art Unit 


1712 


Total Number of Pages in This Submission 


Attorney Docket Number 


2922-172 


ENCLOSURES (check alt that apply) 



□ 
□ 

□ 



Fee Transmittal Form 

iX] Fee Attached 

Amendment and Request for 
Reconsideration 



I | Assignment Papers 

I [ Drawing(s) 

i I Licensing-related Papers 

□ Petition 



t~] Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 



□ After Final 

I I Declaration under Rule 312 
Extension of Time Request 
Express Abandonment Request 
Information Disclosure Statement □ Terminal Disclaimer 



□ 



Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence 
Address 



Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

O Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1 .52 or 1 .53 



[~~| RequestforRefund 
□ CD, Number of CD(s) 



□ After Allowance 
Communication to Group 

I | Appeal Communication to 
Board of Appeals and 
Interferences 

| | Appeal Communication to 
Group (Appeal Notice, Brief, 
Reply Brief) 

I I Proprietary Information 

□ Status Letter 

|X] Other Enclosure(s) (please 
identify below): 

PTO-1449 
5 references 



REMARKS. 



SUBMITTED BY 


Complete (if applicable) 


NAME AND 
REG. NUMBER 


Willem F.C.^<te~"Tigerd, Reg. No. 51, 613 

/ / A/7 


SIGNATURE 




DATE 




DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 
USER ID 02-2135 





